
PREFACE 


This uncertainty is moil: frequent in the vowels, which are fo capiicioufly pronounce u - ; ,\ r 
differently modified, by accident or affectation, not only in every province, but in every mouth that 
to them, as is well known to etymologifts, little regard is to be fliewn in the deduction of one l.-ff 
guage from another*, ' 

• , \ * > \ * . 

Such defects are not errours in orthogflphy, but fpors of barbarity impreffed fo deep in the EnHifl 
language, that critieifm can never wath them away ; thefe, therefore, muff be permitted to remain 
untouched : but many words have likewiie been altered by accident, or depraved by ignorance R the 
pronunciation of the vulgar Iras been weakly followed j a mT foftn’e flill continue to be varioufl 8 
written, as authours differ in their care or ikill : of thefe it was proper to enquire the true ortho 
graphy, which I have always confidered as depending on their derivation, and have therefore referred 
them to their original languages : . thus I write enchant, enchantment, enchanter , after the French ant j fo 
carnation after tire Latin ; thus entire is chofen rather than intire, becaufe it puffed to us not j' r01 _ 
the Lathi integer, but from the French entier. 

Of many words it is difficult to fay whether they were immediately received from the Latin c- 
the French , fince at the time when we had dominions in France, we had Latin lei vice in our churches 
It-is, however, my opinion, that the French generally llippiied us j for we have few 'Latin words ' 
among the terms of domeitick life, which arc not French j but many French , which are veiy remote’ 
from Latin . ' 

' 

Even in words of which the derivation is apparent, 1 have been often obliged to facrjfice uniformity 
to cuftom j thus I write, in compliance with a numberlefs majority, convex arid inveigh A- -A 

receipt , fancy and phantom ; fometimes me derivative varies from the primitive, as explain and 
explanation, repeat and repetition. 

Some combinations of letters having the fame power are ufed indifferently without any difeoverab! ■ 
reafbn of choice, as in cloak, choke ; /bap , fope ; fhvel, fuel, and many others ; which 1 have fometimes 
inferted twice, that thole who fc.-reh for them under either form, may not fearch in vain. 


In examining the orthography of any doubtful word, the mode of 
c feries of the dictionary, is to be confidered as that to which 1 give, 


tnc leries or the dictionary, is to be confidered as that to which 1 give, perhaps not often j .ifhly, the pre- 
sence. I have left, in the examples, to every authour his own practice uniqoleftcd, that the reader may 
balance fuftrages, and judge between us : but this quell ion is not always to be determined by reputed 
or by real learning; fome men, intent upon greater things, have thought little on founds and deriva- 
tions j fome, knowing in the ancient tongues, have neglected thofe m which our words arc commonly 
to be fought. Thus Hammond writes feciblcnejs for jeajibknefs, becaufe I iuppofe he imagined it de- 
rived immediately from the Latin ; and fome words, fuch as dependant, dependent , debetuhr * v deficit 
dence, vary their final fyllable, as one or other language is prefent to the writer. * ' 

In this part of the work, where caprice has long wantoned without controul, and vanity fought 
praile by petty reformation, I have endeavoured to proceed with a fcholar’s reverence for antic city and 
a grammarian’s regard to the genius of our tongue. I have attempted few alterations, and amoiw thofe 
few, perhaps the greater part is from the modern to the ancient practice • and I hope I may be allowed to 
recommend to thofe, whofe thoughts have been, perhaps, employed too anxioufly on verbal fingularities, 
not to difturb, upon narrow views, or for minute propriety, the orthography of their fathers. It has been 
alierted, that for the law to be known, is of more importance than to be right. Change fays Hooker 
is not made without inconvenience, even from worfe to better. There is in confiancy’and liability 
a general and lading advantage, which will always overbalance the flow improvements of gradual 
correction. Much Ids ought our written language to comply with the corruptions of oral utterance 
or copy *at which every variation of time or place makes' different from itfelf, and imitate thofe 
changes, which will again be changed, while imitation i.s employed in obferving them. 

Tins recommendation of lieadinefs and uniformity does not proceed from an opinion, that particular 
combinations ox letters have much influence on human happinefi ; or that truth may not he fuccdi- 
fully taught by modes of fpelling fanciful and erroneous : I am not yet fo loft in lexicography, as to 
fotgei that words are tne daughters of earth, and that things are the fans of heaven. Language is 
only the inftrument of fcience, and words are but the figns of ideas : I wifli, however, that the imlru- 
ment m,g ht be k* apt to decay, and that figns nnght be permanent, like the things which they denote. 

In fettling the orthography, I have not wholly negle&ed the pronunciation, which I have d heeled, 
by printing an accent upon the acute or elevated fyllable. It will fome times be found, that the accent 
is placed by the authour quoted, on a different fyllable from that marked in the alphabetical feries ; it 
is than to be uiulcrffood, that cuftom lias varied, or that the autliour has, in my opinion, pronounced 
o.i g. Short diredions are fometimes given where the found of letters is irregular: and if they 

*tim« nmittcr c.„u .t.e .. -• ... . » ’ ' . J 
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are fometimes omitted, (.cicdi in fuch minute obfervations will be more 
fuperfiuity. 


eafily excused,- I iian 


In the invefbgation both of the orthography and fignification of words, their Etymology was 
ncceflan y to be confidered and they were therefore to be divided into primitives and derivatives. 
A pruiutii t word, is that which can be traced no further to any Englifh root ; thus drcumfpech draw 
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from demonfirate ? t 
It is of great impo 
another, by noting 


The derivatives I have referred^ to, r^ef/r 

It h of great importance F.” o! teiS and infledhon , and unifornuty mull be pM 

at the CKpcncc of p pr0prlC y ' . of no ; ns :. 

Among other derivatives I ^ 

or our ^ . , 

The two languages from which our VW? *e Saxm, 

^ P ° !y ’ PableS Om ’ ,W0 ° 0nC 

fyllable are very often Feutomck. 


*% \ 


In affigniug the Re«» original, !t ha ? “ employed 

lX when the word was borrowed frn ***£&£ A 0 ^erve whether the Utm 

only in the illuftration of my own 1 h “ ^foletV ^ ?’ 

word be pure or barbarous, or the 1 nm/j e g v <. . ■ 

For the Teutmici etymologies I am commonly indebted to t hdr labours or ufurp 

1 hive for born to qno* when I copted ttarbook «g*« . I ^ ? ckmwMpncrjt . Of thefe, 

their honours, but that I mtg it ipaic ^ P 5 P e e ^, ie ' t0 inftrudtors and benefactors, Junrat ap- 

whom I ought not to mention but with the ic«, r - re aitude of underftanding. Jumps was 
pears to have excelled m extent of learning, Drc bably examined the ancient and remoter diaktfs 

accurately fkilled in all the northern anguag , ^ ^ n - nz G f Junius is often of no other ule than to 

SSatk bfwffic°h he may deviate 

, e , nrtrtlvM . n mu r es will not perhaps eafily reftrain their indignation, when they find 

The votanes o j ded bv a difadvantageous comparifon ; but whatever reverence is due to 

the name of Junm khu ^ degrad ^ ^ ^ d of cenforioufnefs to charge that ctymo- 

his diligence, or h , _ > f er iou£ly derive dream from drama, becaufe li/e ts a drama, and 

!SlT* ^Xde^wkh a tone of defiance, «ha. no man can fail to derive from 

monos , who conliders that grief naturally loves to be alone . 

Our knowledge of the northern literature is fo fcanty, that of words undoubtedly feutonick the original 

Is not always to be found in any ancient language , and I have therefore infer tea Dutch ox German u 

tutes which I confider not as radical but parallel, not as the parents, but niters of the Eng ijb. 

’ * •£ 


nr 


.vurds which are reprefented as thus related by defiant or cognation, do not always ague m i fenfe . 
> It is incident to words, 'as to their authours, to degenerate from their anchors, and to change their 
manners when they change their country. It is fufficient, m etymological enquiries if the fade i of 
kindred words be found fuch as may eafily pafs into each other, or luch as may both be referred to one 


general idea. 


The etymology, fo far as it is yet known, was eafily found in the volumes where it is par- 
ticularly and profeffe'div delivered ; and, by proper attention to the rules of derivation, the orthogra- 
phy was foon adjufted. But to collect the Words of our language was a take of greater difficulty : 
the deficiency of dictionaries was immediately apparent ; and when they were exhaufted, what was yet 
wanting niuft be fought by fortuitous and unguided excurfions into books 3 and gleaned as induitry 


% That I may not appear to have fpoken ton irreverently of 
yuntuSy I have here fubjomed a few Specimens of Ins etymolo- 
gical extravagance. 

Banish, nit gar i\ ex hanno vd territory cxhrerc, in exilium 
Ggtrc* G, banmt\ It, brndtre, bandsggiare. H* hand'n\ B . ban - 
nen, /Evi mcclii lc rip tores bannire dicehant. V, Spelm, in FSan- 
mtm & in Banleuga, Qiioniam verb region am urhiumq; li mites 
arduk plcrumq; montibas, aids fiumimbus, longisdeniq; flexuo- 
CJq; angulHlEmarum viarnm amfraftibus includcbantur, fieri 
poteft id genus limltes ban did ab eo quod Exwjdrui & 

Tarentinis olim, ficuti trad it Hefycldus, vocabantur Aogoh 

p.tj iduTtvftc Idoiy obliqure ac minimi in rcilum tendentes 
vise.” Ac fortaffc quoque hue facit quod B eodem I lefychio 
teflc, diccbant op fcxyyvXr^ niontes arduos. 

Empty, emtie, vacuus, mints. A. S* Nefcio an 

fint ab iufjj vcl Vomojevomo, vomitu evacuo, Videtur 

kitcrim etymologiam banc non obfeari fir marc codex Rufli, 


Mat, xii, 2 2s ubi antique feriptum invenimus ^emoezefe hiz 
u Invenit cam vacantcm. 11 ' 

Hill, mms, tollh. A S, hylL Quod videri poteft abfcHTum 
cx vel w* Col! is, tamulns, locus in piano edition 

Horn. II* b. V. 8 1 1, £5T Si IK w^OTrd^Qi^s dihrsTtx,* KpXwviJ. 

Ubi nuthori brtvium Icholiorum kqauj) i exp* tow®* sk 

Nap, to take a tiap Darmirt^ conchrmtfeere. Cym, heppian* 
A. S* hmrppan. Qiiotl poftremum videri poteft defumptum cx 
obfeuritas, tenebrae : nihil enim aeque Iblet conciliarc 
fomnum, quam caliginofa profundae notis obfeuritas* 

Stammerf.r, Balbus, bliefus Goth* STAMMS. A, S* 
ptamcp, yea m up. D. flam. B. ftameler, Su. ftamma. III. Ibrar, 
Sunt a vel s^puXXtiu, nimia loquacitate alios otFendcre; 

quod impedite loquentes IfbentUEme earrire foleant ; vtd quod 
aliis nimii fcmper videantur, c tiara parriffime loquemes* 

B ftiould 








